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Proposal 1:

Redirect Money From Costly Youth Jails
to Community-Based Alternatives

Support Re-Direct New York:

Every year, New York State spends mil- A Comprehensive Plan to Reduce the
lions to jail children under the age of 16 Use and Cost of Detention in
while they await trial in juvenile court. New York State

This year, the Governor's Executive Currently, the state reimburses counties for
BudgeT proposes $63 million to operate 50% of the cost of detention—regardless of

. . how many children are detained. There is no
local YOUTh detention centers statewide similar reimbursement for alternative pro-

and $8 million for alternatives to deten- grams. Re-direct NY will create a fiscal in-
tion centive for counties to develop alternatives to

@ %) detention. Counties that rely heavily on the
“:Cﬁ” use of detention would be reimbursed at a
higher rate for creating new alternative-to-
detention programs.

We urge the Legislature to redirect detention funding to support com-
munity-based alternatives, programs that cost much less than detention.
Most importantly, unlike jail, alternative programs help children obtain the
tools and resources they need to stay out of trouble and become engaged in
positive activities.

FACT:
In New York City, it costs hearly $171,000 to lock up

one child in a detention center for one year, while it costs
only $9,000 to $12,000 a year to send a child to a commu-
nity-based alternative program.




Proposal 2:

“As an outreach worker and formerly exploited youth, | go into the [youth de-
tention] facilities weekly to meet with other girls. I've witnessed the constant
belittling, the constant disrespecting, and constant abuse that they endure
from the way some of the staff mistreats them. Hitting on the girls and calling
them whores doesn’t help them any. In the end, the girls end up emotionally
and mentally scarred.”

—Shaneiqua Boyd, 18
Outreach Worker for GEMS

Girls Employment and Mentoring Services (GEMS) provides preventive and
transitional services to young women, ages 13-21, who are at risk for or in-
volved in sexual exploitation and violence.




Proposal 3:

“April 8

The sexual harassment starts

aqain. The staff does things

to get the kids to retaliate
{3qainst me. Everybody is

verbally assaulting me.”

— excerpt of a letter from a
child confined in an OCFS

facility

“April 10

The harassment continues. | complain but they dont take it serious. I'm afraid it might
get out of hand. Boys are trying to touch me and stuff, but staff does nothing. | feel like
| live in hell. This evening was filled with violence. Kids got literally beat up. They got
punched, kicked, thrown, stomped, slapped....I fear for my safety. | fear for my body. |
fear for my life....”

— excerpt of a letter from a child confined in an OCFS facility




Proposal 4:

Create a Child Advocate's Office to Safequard
Incarcerated Youth From Abuse.

New York should enact legislation to / . .
. ’ I was in the OCFS facility
create an independent Office of the| caicd Louis Gossett Resi-

[od

‘ Child Advocate (Bill A.0304), spon- de”“g' Center—a.k.a.

e ¢ “Rugburn City”. Every time

) sored by Assembly Member Barbara| ,vpa ocrs staff person)
. ] Clark, to monitor all juvenile justice| restrained residents they

lig: : would get rug burns on
and foster care facilities. A Child their face. When the Om.

Advocate Office would have the authority to visit| pudsman came to the facil-
youth facilities and investigate allegations of | ity. we didnteven talkto
him because we knew he
abuse. worked for OCFS...so that
made us not want to talk or
write to him.”

— Darrel, 18

In November 2006, a 15-year-old boy died at the
OCFS Tryon Boys Residential Center after he was
restrained by two facility staff members. This
tragic death, which the Fulton County district attorney's office
has ruled a homicide, underscores the need to create independ-
ent oversight of the state's youth prisons. Because OCFS facili-
ties are closed institutions, it is important to have outside offi-
cials reqgularly check on the facilities and make sure that young
people are not mistreated or abused while in custody.

“A staff member tried to talk to me... at night time he decided that he wanted to be my spouse.
He made me feel uncomfortable, but | never mentioned it to anybody. | wanted to keep it to
myself but | did vent to a friend through a kite (a letter) - came to find out | wasn’t the only one
that had to deal with this. The majority of the girls were affected just like me.”

— Juanita, 17

The Juvenile Justice Coalition (JJC) is a network of child advocacy groups, legal service providers, alternative
sentencing programs and other community organizations working to make the juvenile justice system in New York more
fair, humane, and effective.

For more information or to become involved contact:

Mishi Farugee, Correctional Association of New York
135 East 15th Street, New York, NY 10003
Email: mfarugee@correctionalassociation.org
tel.: 212-254-5700 ext. 315




